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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

 

Over the past four years Shirebrook Town Council has more than doubled in size regarding 
employees and responsibilities.  Aside from the normal parish responsibilities it also controls 
the Leisure Centre and Market. 
 
The Council spends about £1 million per annum but only raises 50% through its precept.  
The remainder is through its other activities.  A breakdown of the budget is attached. 
 
The Council is involved in all aspects of the Town’s activities either directly or through 
association. 
 
A key policy of the authority is growth. Growth in housing, and employment.  
 
To achieve this Shirebrook Town Council feels that by putting its assets to good use, by 
(either/or) reinvesting capital or revenue receipts, then the Town can benefit from future 
development that generates income and/or additional services. 
 
The arithmetic is simple.  More income equals better facilities, more people equals more rate 
income and asset generated income equals better facilities and less rates? 
 
The town is growing, it is neither by accident or design but the effect is the same: Change!  
When EMDA laid the infrastructure on the old colliery site it didn’t envisage the success of 
the employment and expansion of the site.  
 
Managing that change and the associated tensions of social change through continued 
growth is the key. 
 
All the principal authorities, that’s the county and district councils, the police and every other 
provider of services have got to meet the challenge.  For most authorities it is proving 
difficult to maintain services and when this is coupled with an increased demand for a 
growing town like Shirebrook it is even more difficult. 
 
But that demand must be met.  The Town Council is walking the fine line.  It is striving to 
maintain services whilst providing additional services and at the same time trying to reduce 
reliance on the rates. 
 
It can only do this with the continued support and understanding of Shirebrook residents.  
Most people understand that sustainable growth is the only solution.  
 
And finally I would like to thank the Clerk and her staff for the hard work and loyalty to both 
Shirebrook and Shirebrook Town Council.  I would also like to thank my fellow Councillors 
for their support over the past twelve months and commitment to the growth agenda. 
 
The changing face of Shirebrook and associated problems is more keenly felt at this lowest 
tier of local government and in my opinion the staff and councillors have carried out their 
functions in an excellent manner. 
  

 
Steve Fritchley 


